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with no one to blame.   It also left the King with no one to
whom he could turn.   He was forced to call upon Fox.

A coalition ministry was formed, for all parties felt that

Ministry they must unite in face of the terrible situation on the

0T$eXs Continent.   Fox, Grenville, Addington combined.   Owing

a806) to the fact that the best men of all parties were included

in the Ministry, it had the nickname of " All the talents ".

Yet, because these men did not really agree on policy,

nothing much could be done.  Fox and his followers wished

for reform of Parliament and for Catholic Emancipation,

but their fellow ministers would never agree to either.  Fox

did succeed, in the face of bitter opposition from the King,

in getting an Army Act, which improved army service. But

the only real achievement was the passing of the Act to

abolish the wicked trade in slaves.   (Freeing the slaves was

not yet possible and this Act only stopped the capture and

sale of slaves as a money-making affair.)   The abolition of

Abolition the Slave Trade was the last act of Fox's life, for he died

of Sadl 8 months after taking office.

This was the only reform possible, for in the succeeding
years the struggle against Napoleon absorbed all the energies
of the government. Repression and growing misery charac-
terized the first decade of the century and led on to the
demand for Reform which was to follow the establishment
of peace.

Fox's ministry was followed by one under the inefficient

?ortiand's Duke of Portland, who took office in 1807. Though himself

mtoistiy incapable, his cabinet included two young men, Castlereagh

and Canning, both destined to lend brilliance to our foreign

policy.   Feeling against " revolutionary principles " ran so

high that no important measures could be undertaken, for

any reform was thought to lead to revolution.

The only political event of note was the setting up of the-
The Regency in 1811. This was necessary owing to the hopeless
R(i!i?> nature of the King's illness, and in 1812, when it was certain
that he would never recover his sanity, the Prince of Wales